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About Chili Pres 
First Presbyterian Church of Chili 
3600 Chili Avenue 
Rochester, NY  14624 
 
A Stephen Ministry Church 
 
Our Officers 
Board of Deacons 
Board of Trustees 
Session 
 
Our Commissions 
Stewardship 
 
Our Committees 
Endowment 
Finance 
Nominating 
Personnel 
 
Our Seasonal Groups 
Lent 
Easter 
Pentecost 
Harvest 
Advent/Christmas 
Epiphany 
 
Our Music Programs 
Senior Choir 
Glorious Ringers 
 

Ongoing Mission 
Support 
Cameron Community Ministries 
Habitat for Humanity 
SWEM Food Cupboard 
Presbyterian Church (USA) Offerings 
…Souper Bowl 
…One Great Hour of Sharing 
…Blanket Sunday 
…Peacemaking 
…Joy 

 
 

 
 

to worship in February… 
(childcare is always available) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

February 5 
5th Sunday After Epiphany 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
“Souper” Bowl Sunday and “Super” Sub Sunday! 

(see page 5 for all the details) 

 
February 12 

6th Sunday After Epiphany 
Winter Picnic Worship  

at William Maher Lodge in Churchville 
(see page 6 for all the details) 

 
February 19 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Blended Worship Service 

 
February 22 
Ash Wednesday 

7:00 p.m. Service for the Imposition of Ashes 
 

February 26 
1st Sunday in Lent 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Inside this issue… 
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Throughout the Season of Epiphany we have focused on 
the journey of faith which begins with worship and leads 
us out into the world.  At each stage of the journey, like 
the stages of life, we learn something new about the God 
whom we worship.  In the month of January, we heard 
members of our own community share stories about their 
faith experience.  These stories were incredibly honest 
and reminded us that none of us have it all together 
when it comes to faith.  We engage in a constant process 
of learning how to listen and discern God’s still small 
voice among the many louder voices vying for our 
attention. 
 
About midway through February, we will transition from 
the Epiphany Season into the Season of Lent.  The Lent 
Team has chosen a theme which seamlessly moves us 
from reflecting on what each stage of life has to teach us 
about faith, into a focus on the bumps and challenges 
that we encounter along the way.  Their theme is “Living 
on the Edge of Faith.” 
 
There are many times in our lives where the “rubber hits 
the road”, so to speak.  Where events occur in our lives 
that present us with a choice and challenge:  do we react 
the way the world does or do we hold to our faith and 
react accordingly, even if that means taking a more 
difficult path?  For example, I was at a department store 
a while ago and purchased a couple of items.  As I was 
leaving the store, I looked at my receipt and noticed that 
the salesperson had forgotten to ring up one of my items.  
I could have easily thought that I was lucky and kept the 
item since it was the cashier’s fault -- not mine -- that I 
did not pay for it.  But I went back and paid for the item 
because it would be dishonest of me to do otherwise.  
My faith informs me to be honest and upright in all my 
interactions.  The world would tell me to look out only 
for my best interest and to take the “deal” and keep the 
item.  I had a decision to make and I chose the faith 
response.  
 
Now I know that this is a fairly simple example, and the 
fact is that there are much more difficult challenges to 
our faith and life that we experience.  But the choice is 
the same every time whether it is a big or small issue. 

 
We live on the edge of faith and we have two choices:  
do we live as the world does or do we take our faith 
seriously and act accordingly?  This is the question we 
will explore throughout Lent as we begin the process of 
walking with Jesus toward the cross. 
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MINISTRY  
OF CARE 

 
 
 

CARING FOR OUR MEMBERS, 
FRIENDS, AND COMMUNITY… 

If you or someone you know has a need for prayer 
or special assistance, please let us know! 

Add the information to a Prayer Request Card 
 on Sunday, or contact the Church Office. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY 
Contact Sharon Breeze (293-1340) 

or Pastor Brandi on Sunday,  
or call the Church Office (889-9896). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
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A Stephen Minister can help. 

 
Bev L’Hommedieu (349-1501) 
Sandra McCauley (293-1086) 
Brandi Wooten (889-9896) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SESSION MEETING 
SUMMARY 

At its January 3, 2012 meeting, Session... 
...welcomed Michael and Mollie Conklin and their 
children, Jack and Kai and approved the baptism of Kai 
Michael Conklin, son of Michael Andrew and Mollie 
Erin Maloney DiPietro-Conklin on April 29, 2012, with 
Elder Hoyt and/or Elder Alan Conklin (if available) 
assisting. 
...approved transferring Michael Conklin from the 
Inactive Membership Roll to the Active Membership 
Roll at his request. 
...noted that during a Service of Remembrance at the 
January 2012 Presbytery meeting, the lives of Elders 
John Hendershott and Richard McGaffick, who died in 
2011, will be remembered and celebrated. 
...congratulated the Advent Team facilitated by Elder 
Hoyt on a job well done!   
...received an update from Elder Constantine, Epiphany 
Team facilitator as they begin the Season of Epiphany. 
...discussed plans for team facilitator training and 
identifying facilitators for newly constituted Season 
Teams.  
...received a Nominating Committee update from Elder 
Olson. 
...agreed to have a sub-committee review the changes 
that Session and/or the congregation need to make to 
come into compliance with the New Form of 
Government Book of Order.  
...met with Youth Director, Adam Scoville to review the 
Sexual Misconduct Policy and clarify some of its 
requirements. 
...considered suggestions as part of ongoing review of 
the Sexual Misconduct Policy, for responsibilities 
pertaining to mission trip volunteers and participants.  
...approved a part-time Piano (Organist)/Music 
Accompanist job description to replace the previous 
Organist job description. 
...met with Dave Abell, Finance Chair, and Andy 
Atwater, Chair of the Board of Trustees and discussed 
the closure of the 2011 budget, cash flow, and the 
proposed 2012 budget.  The Session reviewed the 
proposed 2012 budget and made adjustments. 

 
The Session will meet again January 9, 2012 at a Special 
Meeting of the Session to finalize the 2012 budget.  
...reviewed the Stewardship Campaign report and noted 
that while there were increased pledge amounts and new 
pledging units, there were at the same time, decreased 
pledge amounts, and lost pledge units.  Overall, the 
anticipated pledge income for 2012 is significantly 
reduced, for a variety of reasons, over that of previous 
years.  
..discussed the loan from the Mission Fund and noted 
that there will be a report forthcoming (February 2012) 
from the sub-committee constituted in October for 
preparing a Mission Fund policy. 
...appointed Lauren Stowe as Church Treasurer for a 
period of one year. 
... approved Session's Annual Report for 2011. 
...planned for a Special Meeting of the Session on 
January 29, 2012 at 8:15 a.m. for the purpose of 
orientation of newly elected Officers and Trustees.  
Current Elders, Deacons, and Trustees will be asked to 
participate.  
...approved the installation and ordination of newly 
elected Officers and recognition of newly elected 
Trustees to take place on February 5, 2012 during 
worship. 
...approved changing the date of its February meeting to 
Monday, February 6, 2012 at 6 p.m. 
...by acclamation, Session expressed deep appreciation 
and thanks to Elders Ginny Harkness and Pat Olson as 
they complete their terms of service. 
...adjourned at 10:45 p.m.  Pastor Brandi led us in 
closing prayer with a shared benediction based on the 
Great Commission.   
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AT A SPECIAL 
“CALLED MEETING” 

on January 9, 2012, the Session... 
...met with David Abell, Finance Chair and Andy 
Atwater, Chair Board of Trustees, to review and analyze 
year-end financials for 2011 and anticipated income and 
expenses for 2012.  
... approved the 2012 budget for the First Presbyterian 
Church of Chili. 
��������� ���
����	����
����	����
����	����
����	����� ���
��	�����	�����	�����	�������������
������������������������������
������������������������������
������������������������������
��������������������� ���
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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YOUR PRESBYTERY 
AT WORK 

 
Here is a link to the Presbytery E-News.  Read all 
the news from our Presbytery! 
http://www.pbygenval.org/documents/e-news/ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Yes, it is that time of year when we need to be prepared 
for handling the cancellation of worship due to 
inclement weather.  Obviously, a decision to cancel 
worship is made on a Saturday or a Sunday morning 
when the Church Office is closed.  Thus the best thing to 
do is to watch/listen for announcements on WHAM 
radio, Channel 13, Channel 10, Channel 8, or Channel 9.  
We will also use the e-mail-blast list. 
�����������
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THANKS! 
Thank you to all members of the congregation who so 
generously donated food and personal hygiene items to 
SWEM on Communion Sunday, January 1, 2012.  These 
food donations plus extra food that was donated to 
the holiday baskets made a record breaking total of 
146 food items that were delivered to SWEM in 
January! 
 

Our total food donations to SWEM 
from January 2010 to December 2010: 

793 food items. 
 
Please continue to contribute food and hygiene items to 
SWEM on Communion Sundays to help us minister to 
the needy in our community. 
��� � ������!����" ������!����" ������!����" ������!����"� ���
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
 

EPIPHANY TEAM  
Projects Ripple Out Into the Community 

In January the Epiphany Team recognized the Chili Fire 
Department by providing trays of cookies for their 
annual meeting, accompanied by the following letter: 
 
9 January 2012 
 
To the Chili Fire Department, 
 
Happy New Year!  As we start 2012, the First 
Presbyterian Church of Chili wants to recognize and 
thank the Chili Fire Department for the outstanding 
services you provide.  Your volunteers are so critical to 
the safety and well-being of Chili residents.  In fact, 
some of our members volunteer or have volunteered in 
the Chili Fire Department. 
 
With that in mind we want to say thank you for all you 
do in the community to promote the safety and well-
being of Chili families.  Many members who attend the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chili are residents of Chili.  
We so appreciate all that you do!   
 
Enjoy the cookies! 
 
Members of the First Presbyterian Church of Chili 
and Rev. Brandi Wooten, Pastor 
 
��� �#!������!�����������#��
#!������!�����������#��
#!������!�����������#��
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� ���
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QUARTERS FOR KINDNESS 
Thank you to everyone who donated $ 
for our community outreach “Quarters 
for Kindness.”  The money donated 
will be converted to quarters, and the 
coins will be handed out at the local 
laundry mat to help those patrons, and 

to let them know we are thinking of them and our 
community.  It’s not too late to participate!  If you would 
like to donate a quarter, more than a few quarters, or a 
check in any amount – your donation will be welcomed.  
All donations will be converted to quarters, and handed 
out in late February. 
��� �#!������!�����������#��
#!������!�����������#��
#!������!�����������#��
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� ���
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

“THE CHILI PRESBYTERIAN” 
Your next newsletter will be the 

March 2012 issue 
The deadline for that newsletter will be: 

Tuesday February 21st, no later than 10:00 a.m. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

THANK YOU 
to the Elders, Deacons, Jr. Deacons, 

and Childcare Volunteers serving in February: 
*February 5 

Elder/Deacon: Pat Olson/Sue Edwards 
Jr. Deacon: Frank Hassett 
Childcare: Judie McGaffick 
*Communion: Pat Olson, Ginny Harkness, Alice 

Hassett, Sue Edwards, Karen Shaffer 
February 12 

Elder/Deacon: Bob Constantine/Lesley Eich 
Jr. Deacon: Nicole Mathewson 
Childcare: None Needed – Winter Picnic 

February 19 
Elder/Deacon: Tim Engelbrecht/Karen Shaffer 
Jr. Deacon: Ashleigh Naugle 
Childcare: TBA 

February 26 
Elder/Deacon: Ginny Harkness/Sharon Breeze 
Jr. Deacon: Michael Carpenter 
Childcare: TBA 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

“SOUPER” BOWL  
and SUPER BOWL! 

In 1990, a Super Bowl Sunday prayer inspired a group 
of young people to do something more than celebrate a 
football game.  They created the Souper Bowl of 
Caring, and have mobilized youth across the country to 
raise more than $50 million for people in need.  Please 
drop $1 (or more) in a soup pot on Sunday, February 5th.  
For more info on the Souper Bowl of Caring, visit 
www.souperbowl.org. 
 
The Chili Pres youth will hold soup pots at our 
church doors on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday, 
February 5, 2012.  They will join young people in 
churches across the country to collect money for those 
who are hungry and hurting.  All of the money collected 
is donated to a charity selected by the participant.  None 
of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl of Caring 
headquarters.  Organizers only ask that each participant 
report their collection so national totals can be 
determined and announced.  Please support the youth 
of our church in this effort to “love our neighbors” 
by dropping your $ in the soup pot on February 5, 
2012! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“SUPER BOWL” 
and 

“SOUPER” BOWL 
and 

“SUPER SUBS” 
 

February 5, 2012 
 

Sign up for “Super Subs”  
to enjoy on Super Bowl Sunday! 

There is a signup sheet in Fellowship Hall 
for those who would like to order 

some delicious subs from our youth. 
The deadline for ordering subs is Sunday, January 29th. 

Your “Super Subs” can be picked up after worship 
on Super/Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5th. 

Thank you for your support! 
The money we earn for sub sales 

will help support  our youth mission trips! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SUNDAY, February 12, 2012 

 

Everyone is invited to join us! 
 

William Maher Lodge 
836 Sanford Road 
Churchville, NY 

 
This special service will take us 
on a spiritual walk with Pastor 

Brandi through a labyrinth. 
 

Please bring a “dish to pass” 
and plan to stay after lunch 

for “fun and games.” 
You are encouraged 

to bring a game to share! 
 

Check out the signup sheet 
in Fellowship Hall. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  



 

The Chili Presbyterian…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…page 7 
newsletter\newfeb12.docx 

 

 
 

���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
����
 
 
 

There is a Song in All of Us 
 
We all have a story to tell.  We all experience different 
events in life that change us forever.  God has created 
each one of us with unique qualities, abilities, talents and 
personalities.  There are no two people on earth that 
share the exact life story. 
 
It seems like a phenomenon in itself really.  We live in a 
world of duplication, where something we have wears 
out and we find a duplicate to replace it.  It’s easy to 
duplicate things in our lives.  And yet God formed us 
Individually, thought about our Individual story, and 
how we would Individually live in it.  Listen to the 
words from Psalms: 
 

“For You formed my inward parts; 
You wove me in my mother’s womb. 

I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your 

works, and my soul knows it very well. 
My frame was not hidden from You, 

when I was made in secret, and skillfully 
wrought in the depths of the earth; 

Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; 
And in Your book were all written the days 

that were ordained for me." 
(Psalms 139:13-16) 

 
God knows your story.  God knows the beginning and 
end of your story.  God knows your “inward parts.”  God 
invested time in creating you in the unique way God 
chose to.  And God loves you dearly.  
 
When I think of my life story, I think of a continuous 
song playing.  There was a definitive beginning to my 
song.  There were times of dissonance and consonance 
within the song.  There is excitement, sadness, hope, and 
understanding to the song.  There are times when I have 
led the song, and times that the song has led me.  There 
are times when I have been disappointed with my song, 
and times when I have been proud of my song.   
 

 
But through it all, the song continues to play.  I continue 
to learn and grow through the song.  
 
The song is directed by God and my response to all God 
has given me.  God doesn’t change, but rather we are 
ever changing around God’s plans for us.  
 
“I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made.”  A phenomenon like no other. 
 
There is a song in all of us.  There is a story we all can 
tell.  Think about your song and reflect on what God has 
done, is doing, and will be doing in your story.  Remind 
yourself of the amazing things God has directed you to 
within your story. 
����������	���	�����������������������	���	�����������������������	���	�����������������������	���	������������������!�� �����!�������!�������!��
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-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

"Speak to one another with psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs, 

sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord, 

always giving thanks to God the Father 

for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
~Ephesians 5:19~ 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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LOOK AHEAD  
 
 

 
 
The Lent and Easter Seasonal Teams met for an 
introductory Bible Study for this year’s lectionary text.  
Then we divided into separate teams for more in-depth 
planning.  Lent is a time for introspection, preparation, 
and repentance.  With these images in mind, our theme 
this year is “Living on the Edge of Faith.”  It is a 
difficult edge or fine line to just let go and let God lead. 
 
Each week we will be exploring our own faith as we 
prepare ourselves for his ultimate gift.  Join us on this 
Lent journey as we live on the edge -- which way will 
you turn? 
 
Please begin to save children’s and teen’s new or 
gently used clothing for our outreach project during 
Lent.  We will be collecting, cleaning, and sorting 
clothes to be donated to the Starlite Pediatrics facility to 
provide an outfit for foster children.  We will also be 
making blankets of varying sizes to be given to each 
foster child.  Our next meeting is Monday January 30th – 
you are invited to join us.  Watch for more information 
in your Sunday bulletins!   
�&���'�����&���'�����&���'�����&���'����� ���
(�������������#��
�)����������(�������������#��
�)����������(�������������#��
�)����������(�������������#��
�)����������� ���
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

YOUR EASTER JOURNEY 
AT CHILI PRES…  

February 22  --  Ash Wednesday 
Special Service at 7:00 p.m. 

 
April 1  --  Palm Sunday 

 
April 6  --  Good Friday 

 
Easter Flowers 

Order forms will be available at church 
and in the March newsletter. 

 
April 8  --  Easter Sunday 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2012 CLOTHING BOX SCHEDULE 
Jan 1 – Jan 14   = Peter Brown  235-6788 
Jan 15 – Jan 28 = Daniel Cuffe  889-7081 
Jan 29 – Feb 11  = Connor Snover  293-3195 
Feb 12 – Feb 25 = Sterling DePaul  889-3213 
Feb 26 – Mar 10  = Abby Wasmer  889-3579  
Mar 11 – Mar 24 = Audrey Engelbrecht  889-3833  
Mar 25 – Apr 7  = Kyle Brown  235-6788  
Apr 8 – Apr 21 = Alison Hassett  889-4353  
Apr 22 – May 5 = Jeff Fafinski  889-5663  
May 6 – May 19 = Alex Mathewson  594-1513  
May 20 – June 2  = Frank Hassett  889-4353  
June 3 – June 16  = Evan Engelbrecht  889-3833 
June 17 – June 30  = Peter Brown  235-6788 
July 1 – July 14 = Jeff Fafinski  889-5663 
July 15 – Jul 28 = Daniel Cuffe  889-7081 
July 29 – Aug 11 = Connor Snover  293-3195 
Aug 12 – Aug 25 = Sterling DePaul  889-3213 
Aug 26 – Sept 8 = Abby Wasmer  889-3579 
Sept 9 – Sept 22 = Audrey Engelbrecht  889-3833 
Sept 23 – Oct 6 = Kyle Brown  235-6788 
Oct 7 – Oct 20 = Alison Hassett  889-4353 
Oct 21 – Nov 3 = Alex Mathewson  594-1513 
Nov 4 – Nov 17 = Frank Hassett  889-4353  
Nov 18 – Dec 1 = Daniel Cuffe  889-7081 
Dec 2 – Dec 15 = Connor Snover  293-3195 
Dec 16 – Dec 29 = Sterling DePaul  889-3213 
Dec 30 – Jan 12 = Abby Wasmer  889-3579 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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insert February calendar 
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